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MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Board of Regents 
 
From:  Board Office 
 
Subject: New Center:  Craniofacial Anomalies Research Center 
 
Date: March 12, 2001 
 
Recommended Action: 
 
Approve the University of Iowa's request to establish a Craniofacial Anomalies 
Research Center (CARC), effective immediately. 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
The University of Iowa has received funding from the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) for over 35 years.  Current research efforts span activities from identification 
of the causes of common disorders such as caries to developing an understanding 
of the genetics and developmental biology of complex conditions that result in 
craniofacial anomalies such as cleft lip and palate. 
 
The proposed center was reviewed by the Interinstitutional Committee on 
Educational Coordination (ICEC) and the Board Office and is recommended for 
approval. 
 
The Center will bring together like-minded and complementary investigators from 
many departments in the College of Medicine and the College of Dentistry, as well 
as additional faculty from the Colleges of Public Health, Nursing and Liberal Arts.  
The director of the Center will report to the Vice President for Research and the 
Deans of the Colleges of Medicine and Dentistry.  The Center will facilitate the 
recruitment of faculty, provide a more direct opportunity to encourage clinical trials 
and the delivery of clinical care, and provide teaching opportunities for 
undergraduate and graduate students. 
 
While UNI has a strong speech pathology program and ISU has strong programs in 
genetics and molecular biology, none of these are focused on the area of 
craniofacial anomalies.  The CARC will be funded from a combination of College of 
Medicine sources, endowment funds and grants and contracts.  The Center expects 
to be highly competitive for the attraction of additional funds from training grants and 
clinical trials. 
 
Attached is the University's response to the Board of Regents questions for 
establishing new centers. 
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